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Clean, Green and

The City of Clifton

Litter Free
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By Jim Anzaldi, Mayor, City of Clifton;
Chairman Clean Communities Program;
League 2nd Vice-President
& Alfred J. Du Bois, Municipal Recycling,
Clean Communities Coordinator, City of Clifton

(right to left): Sandy Huber, Executive Director Clean Communities Program presenting a “Gold Broom” to Mayor Jim
Anzaldi for the City’s participation in the Urban Cleanup Program held in Botany Village section of Clifton.

n July 2007, the City of Clifton’s Clean Communities
Program received National Recognition from the
United States Department of the Interior’s Take
Pride in America Program in Washington, D.C. The
town was recognized for its “Outstanding Commitment
to the Stewardship of America’s Public Lands and Natural
and Cultural Resources.”
Clifton’s Clean Communities Program(CCP) For over 20
years, residents, students, businesses, and city leaders
have worked with Clifton’s Clean Communities Program
(CCP), and Sandy Huber, Executive Director of the state’s
program to maintain, beautify and promote the goals of
the New Jersey Clean Communities Council. Clifton’s CCP
includes over 100 businesses, 35 landscapers, 24 public
and parochial schools, 22 civic and youth groups, along
with a myriad of private citizens who “take pride” in
their neighborhoods.
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Mandated as a statewide litter abatement campaign,
the Clean Communities Act provides funding to municipalities and counties for the implementation of the program. Cleanup, Education and Enforcement are the
three components behind the movement to keep New
Jersey “Clean and Litter Free.” Clifton’s CCP receives
approximately $65,000 yearly to implement a plan which
has been recognized as the most environmentally connected program in the city, county, state and nation.
All of Clifton’s schools take part in the program through
cleanups, recycling, planting and water protection projects. Businesses comply by cleaning and beautifying their
properties. Civic and youth groups chip in by maintaining
areas within their neighborhoods. Landscapers contribute
through the adoption of neglected state and county properties. They pledge to maintain the property by cutting
grass, trimming trees and shrubs, and collecting litter
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when needed. Some landscapers
plant flowers and shrubs to enhance
the aesthetic look of the property.
Neighborhood Dumpster Weekend
For the past two years, the city has
played a part in the state’s Urban
Cleanup Program. Working within
one of the two special district zones,
the CCP coordinated with neighborhood organizations in the Botany Village section and placed three dumpsters in the area on Friday morning.
All businesses and residents in the 15
block radius were notified to cleanup
and dispose of any debris in the area.
By Monday morning, Neighborhood
Dumpster Weekend had collected a
total of 16.5 tons of debris which
included about 5 tons of metal items,
bulk furniture and rugs, some construction, and litter on top of catch
basins, in alley-ways and parking lots.
Clean Communities Committee
Clifton’s Clean Communities Committee (a seven member advisory team)
meets two or three times each year
to discuss, review and develop new
partnerships to enhance the program. The Committee liaisons with
the city’s Beautification Committee,
Environmental Protective Commission, Recycling Committee, Historical
Commission, various businesses and
civic organizations—along with the
Health, Recreation, Public Works and
Police Departments to keep the community Clean, Green and Litter Free.
State and National Partners Additionally, the grassroots litter-abatement
stewardship program developed partnerships with state and national organizations such as the: Association of
New Jersey Environmental Commissions, New Jersey Environmental Federation, the National Arbor Day Foundation, Take Pride In America,
National Public Lands Day, Earth Day
Network; and a 12 year partnership
with the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) who rewarded Clifton with honorable mentions,
case studies, twelve awards, including
EPA’s highest award “The Environmental Quality Award” in April 2007.
Take Pride in America Program The
Take Pride in America Program is a
national partnership program established by the U.S. Department of the
Interior that aims to engage, support
and recognize volunteers who work to

Officials from Clifton receive their award for the Take Pride Program in
Washington, D.C.

improve our public parks, forests,
waterways, grasslands, wildlife refuges,
cultural and historic sites, local playgrounds and other recreational areas.
In 2006, the city’s CCP joined with the
national Take Pride in America Program
to “think globally-act locally” and
designed a month long project entitled
Public/Private Lands Clean/Sweep-up
Month. This program which began
September 30 and ended October 28
2006 was arranged and structured to
encourage local organizations to
take part in projects which would
have a national significance.
Starting with National Public Lands
Day on September 30 several organizations, schools and citizens volunteered
their time and talents, and went-out
with rakes, brooms and shovels to clean
parks, restore rose gardens, plant flowers, shrubs, trees and to clean and preserve streams, ponds and nature trails.
The program ended on October 28
“Make a Difference Day” with over
250 citizens coming out in torrential
rains, under a tent, to dedicate and
recognize a neglected area of county
land that was transformed, with private funds, donated by Ms. Cheryl
Schweighardt, a life-long dedicated
resident and business owner of the
community. This property was cleaned,
landscaped and created into a memorial “pocket park.” The event honored
the memory of two police officers who
made the ultimate sacrifice in the line
of duty while serving their community.

members of the Take Pride Schools
program. Several of Clifton schools
and youth groups are recognized on
the Take Pride program’s website and
newsletter. Clifton High School Conservation Club and Girl Scout Troop
#46 received an honorable mention
and certificates for their projects dedicated to environmental stewardship
from the Take Pride Program.

Environmental Education Additionally, through Clifton’s environmental
education curriculum, all 24 public
and parochial schools have become

Association of N.J. Environmental
Commissions: www.anjec.org

A Look to the Future Clifton’s CCP
will continue to partner with state
and national organizations throughout 2008. Clifton’s CCP will be one of
the topics on the agenda in the
state’s annual Clean Communities
“New Jersey-Litter Free” Conference
May 21st-23rd. Additionally, information and hand-outs will be available on
the Take Pride in America program.
On the Web Communities interested
in learning more about the various
state and national organizations that
complement the New Jersey Clean
Communities Program can check the
following web-sites:
Take Pride in America:
www.takepride.gov
National Public Lands Day:
www.publiclandsday.org
Earth Day Network:
www.EARTHDAY.NET
Make a Difference Day:
www.usaweekend.com/diffday/
National Arbor Day:
www.arborday.org

New Jersey Environmental Federation:
www.cleanwateraction.org/njef L
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