School 12 patrols, principal
Maria Parham-Talley and
counselor Angel Castro with
Giuseppe Mannina’s shade tree
crew in March at Hird Park.

By Irene Jarosewich
Few things feel as great as being a winner, and once
again, Clifton gets to feel great. One of 10 national winners of a TD Green Streets grant, Clifton will receive
$20,000 as part of an ongoing urban reforestation project – specifically to plant 50 new trees in local parks.
“This is wonderful for our city!” said Mayor James
Anzaldi upon receiving the news.
“There is a fervent wish among many members of
our City Council to reforest Clifton,” he said. “We
understand that tree-lined streets give the city a stately
character, and that the environmental benefits from our
urban reforestation efforts only help our residents.”
Commenting on the ranking, Anzaldi added: “Being
among the top 10 cities in the nation to receive such a
grant is also not so bad.”
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Clifton finds itself among an impressive group of
winners, including major municipalities such as New
York City and Boston, but also Myrtle Beach, S.C. and
Providence, R.I.
In recent decades, urban reforestation strategies have
become important steps in city planning. Projects such
as Green Streets encourage the maintenance and planting of trees, long-standing shade trees in particular, into
the city planning process.
“This is another step in keeping Clifton beautiful and
livable,” said Councilman Ray Grabowski of the
Beautification Committee. “We do it for ourselves, and
we do it for our kids. Some of these trees will take 25,
30 years to mature. By planting today, we say, ‘Let’s
keep Clifton beautiful and healthy in the future.’”

Parks to be reforested
The Process
Even to begin to apply for a Green
Streets grant, a city needs to be certified as
being a “Tree City USA” municipality – a
designation offered by the national Arbor
Foundation. This designation has been
given only to 3,500 municipalities in the
United States during the past 25 years.
First, a city needs to earn this status, then
a city needs to keep the status each year. To
qualify and maintain this status, a city has
to show ongoing commitment to keeping
the local urban environment green – basically, having lots of healthy shade trees in
parks, gardens, and planted along streets.
Clifton has been a Tree City for 21
years.“We plan to keep it that way,” said
Grabowski. “Maintaining that status is a
prime directive of the Beautification
Committee.
“Besides being pretty, each mature tree
provides enough oxygen for two adults and
the goal of the Arbor Foundation, which
manages the Green Streets program for
TDBank, is to make our cities healthier
places to live by making the air cleaner,
more breathable.”
The TD Green Streets program has been
in place for six years and, of the 3,500 Tree
City USA municipalities, several hundred
have applied for these grants. This year,
Clifton was chosen from 30 semi-finalists
in the East Coast region.
When announcing Clifton as one of the
10 winners, Joseph Doolan, TD Bank’s
Head of Environmental Affairs said, “TD
Bank is committed to enhancing urban tree
canopies and green space as part of our
vision to support the transition to a lowcarbon economy and nurture sustainability
in the communities we serve.”
“Through our longstanding partnership
with the Arbor Day Foundation,” Doolan
continued, “we are supporting innovative
community programs that do more than
beautify urban neighborhoods – trees
improve air quality, capture carbon emissions and enhance the quality of life.”

Hird Park

Randolph Park

Nash Park
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On the Ground in Clifton
A life-long environmentalist since he was a kid, Al
Dubois, Clifton’s Recycling coordinator and the
Energizer Bunny behind the grant, remembers growing
up and playing in Acquackanonk Park, “which had a
beautiful stream running through it then with large
maples and oak trees throughout the entire neighborhood.” He believes children today should have similar
good memories of Clifton.
To implement this Green Streets project, “Clifton
will be working with the Lisa Simms of the New Jersey
Tree Foundation, Paul Cowie, a certified arborist, the
City’s DPW Shade Tree Supervisor Giuseppe Mannina,
and the Clifton Beautification Committee to plant 50
trees in three parks – Hird, Nash and Randolph – all
areas in need of urban reforestation,” said Dubois.

“The goal is to increase the tree canopy in these open
spaces with a diversity of trees for livability and sustainability, thereby rebuilding the city’s ecosystem.
Sustainability will be achieved when the biodiversity of
the city’s ecosystems are restored and native habitats
and wildlife begins to flourish providing residents, visitors, and tourists opportunities to enjoy nature locally.”
Simms, the New Jersey Tree Foundation’s executive
director, said her organization would arrange for the
delivery and planting of the trees. Properly planting 50
trees in urban areas is not like planting a seedling in
your back yard, and the foundation will provide the
equipment and the crew.
“The New Jersey Tree Foundation plants trees in
urban neighborhoods where the need is greatest,” said
Simms. “Planting 50 trees in three urban parks will provide a host of benefits, from clean
air and water to shade and homes
for urban wildlife. Planting trees is
believing in our future!”
Which Tree Where
The three parks that were chosen
for the planting of new trees – Hird,
Nash, Randolph – are in older parts
of Clifton. Over the years, the original trees planted there have died
off. In particular, Dutch elm disease
destroyed many of the elms in Hird
Park, leaving open, barren spaces.
Deciding what species of trees
would work best in these parks –
and fit their original design – was
the job of Paul Cowie, an arborist,
who surveyed the parks, made the
recommendations and drew up the
planting plans.
While the old-fashion way of
growing trees may have been simply
letting the acorns fall where they
may, urban landscaping, in particular
the design and landscaping of parks,
has a long history – the most famous
of which is NYC’s Central Park.
Those trees did not grow in that park
by just letting acorns fall.
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Shade trees buffer noise, creating

Cowie, an urban forest speor enhance the design of the
calm
spaces.
Well-rooted
trees
cialist, has been a tree consultparks. For example, Hird Park
ant for Clifton for many years,
has
a few old American elm trees
protect against winds, hail, and
beginning in 1996 when he
that appear to have been part of
other forces of nature.
did an inventory of Clifton
the original historic design. Now
street trees. He is familiar with
that Dutch elm disease resistant
Clifton’s different tree issues, including the planting of
varieties of American elm are available, this is a great
the Callery pear, a fast-growing and flowering taproot
opportunity to reintroduce them and help retain the
tree that was once planted along many streets.
park’s original, formal design.”
Although pretty in the spring, the tree was fundamentally weak, branches easily splintered off and the tree
Canopy Cover
was often uprooted in storms. Avoiding future problems
There is a term in urban tree-planting programs –
like that is Cowie’s job.
“canopy cover” – that means the big, leafy branches of
Cowie has recommended that dawn redwoods, shinshade trees. Good canopy cover, it turns out, has huge
gle oaks, river birches, black gum, and hop hornbeam
benefits for communities. “The social, environmental
trees be planed in Nash Park.
and economic benefits that tree canopy cover provides to
In Randolph Park, there will be new honey locust, yelurban communities are well documented,” said Cowie.
lowwood and bald cypress trees.
“Trees moderate air temperature, improve air quality, and
American elms and Adirondack crabapple trees will
reduce storm water runoff. Shade trees reduce home heatbe planted in Hird Park.
ing and cooling costs and repeatedly have been shown to
According to Cowie, “In all cases, the species were
increase property values. Trees provide serenity, reducing
selected because they are inherently suited to the various
stress. Studies show that the monetary value of the benesoil, drainage, and other site conditions at each location,
fits trees provide significantly exceeds the cost of plantand they possess aesthetic characteristics that will restore
ing and maintaining them.”
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Shade trees buffer noise, creating calm spaces.
Well-rooted trees protect against winds, hail, and
other forces of nature. Spacing and placement of
shade trees in parks creates “outdoor
rooms” where friends and family gather
for sports, picnics, fairs, simply to relax
and play. The tops of shade trees create “a
roof” for these outdoor rooms, making the outdoors
feel more intimate and personal.
Simply put, said Cowie, shade trees create
good communities.
Trees Aren’t Forever
Trees have finite life expectancies and,
while we like to think that trees live forever,
the need for replacement is inevitable. Since urban environments are not natural for trees, the process does need
to be managed so that it is effective and not a waste of
money.
Clifton, said Cowie, has been working hard to replace
its aging tree population so that the long-term benefits
that trees provide to the community will continue for
future generations.
“They are doing it in a way that will help avoid future
conflicts with electric wires and other infrastructure,
such as buildings, roadways, housing, and preserving the
historic design of places like Hird Park. Grants like this
from TD Bank and Arbor Day Foundation really help the
process along.”
Few in Clifton better understand the process of shade
tree management than Giuseppe Mannina, DPW Shade
Tree supervisor for Clifton.
Because of a small town feel, people tend to forget,
said Mannina, that Clifton is pretty big. “We have
between 30 and 35 parks, are about 11 square miles in
size, with more than 80,000 people. That’s a lot to manage.”
Mannina has been with Clifton for 23 years, and he
and his crew of 11 are responsible for managing the
city’s shade tree inventory – including cleaning storm
damage, removing rotten trees and branches, and planting and maintaining new ones.
One of the changes he has seen during his time is that
years earlier “there was this idea that you would buy one
type of tree – plant a row of elms or pears – so that they
looked all the same. What we found out is that if a dis-

50

April 2018 • Cliftonmagazine.com

ease hit one, it would take them all down.
Diseases, pest infestations, they are more
common in cities. As the city changes and
grows, you have to plan and manage
against disease. May not be as pretty, but
better to plant different trees so that they
don’t all get sick at once.”
The Kids Benefit
On April 23 and 24, staff from the
New Jersey Tree Foundation will actually plant the trees in Clifton. School 12
fifth grade students will help out on April
24 at 9 am in Hird Park, which is
across Clifton Ave. from School 12 in
Botany Village.
Maria Parham-Talley, principal of School 12, said
that the students would be learning about the planting
and reforestation in city parks as a follow up to the initial planting ceremony.
“School 12 has an after school program where gardening and environmental beautification are two of the
themes we teach,” she said. “The students are interested
in monitoring the trees growth over the years.”
According to Parham-Talley, students participating in
the planting ceremony are from grades 4 and 5. Most are
members of the 21st Century after-school program
based on STEAM principles – Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Math. The students grow plants
in a greenhouse and, in the spring, plant them in the garden that they created during the last five years.
As part of this program, students study botany, measure, observe and describe growth and change, and learn
how plants are used to build healthy bodies. The new
trees planted in Hird Park will be incorporated into this
program.
While leaders of the STEAM program are primarily
teachers and School 12 administrative staff, support
comes also from Clifton Boys & Girls Club staff and
members of the Clifton School District.
“School 12,” said Parham-Talley, “would like to
thank the district and community for inviting students to
take part in this awesome tree-planting ceremony. Our
students are absolutely excited about collaborating with
their community leaders and are proud to be part of
planting Forever Trees in the park.”

