Clifton, a Tree City USA,
Just got a Bit Greener.
On April 24, taking advantage of a $20,000 “Green
Streets” grant from TD Bank, 100 community
leaders, volunteers and students from School 12
planted 11 trees in Hird Park. Another 39 trees were
planted in Randolph and Nash Parks later that week.
Of the 3,500 Tree City USA municipalities,
several hundred applied for the grants, and
Clifton was one of 10 chosen, besting major
cities across the nation.
At the Hird Park event, TD Bank’s
Don Buckley presented a plaque to
Mayor James Anzaldi. Also attending
were many neighborhood residents who met Congressman Bill Pascrell,
Councilmembers Ray Grabowski, Bill Gibson and Lauren Murphy, as well
as members of Clifton’s Beautification Committee.
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The TD Green Streets program has been ongoing for the
past six years and is managed by the Arbor Foundation.
Mario Martinez from the National Arbor Day Association
praised Clifton for being a Tree City USA for over 21 years
and a Growth Award Community for 19 years.
Carrie Sargeant from the NJ DEP Forestry Division said
Clifton’s legacy of tree programs included a Community
Forestry Management Plan and that achievement was further
attested to by decades of Clifton receiving grants for its commitment to sustainability through reforestation.
In a few short years, Clifton will benefit from the matured
tree canopy, creating welcome space for residents to rest and
enjoy the shade and serenity. “Hird Park has the potential to
offer Cliftonites the ambience similar to Gramercy Park,” said
Recycling and Clean Communities Coordinator Al DuBois.
He sees additional benefits at the nearby Nash Park. “As the
trees grow and mature,” said DuBois, “they will cool the fields
but not interfere with the baseball games being played.”
DuBois noted that the trees will also shade the Nash Park
dog walk, something welcomed by pets and their owners.
“Studies show,” said Paul Cowie, a tree consultant for
Clifton since 1996, “that the monetary value of the benefits
trees provide significantly exceeds the cost of planting and
maintaining them.”
School 12 students will continue to monitor the Hird Park
tree growth in the years ahead, incorporating STEAM principles (Science Technology, Engineer, Arts and Math).
Principal Maria Parham-Talley said they will study botany,
measure, observe and describe growth and change, and learn
how plants are used to build healthy bodies.
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