The Mayor and Municipal Council will hold a Public Hearing on May 5, 2020 at 8:00 p.m.
Due to the Corona Virus Social Distancing, the Mayor and council are remotely holding the City Council
meetings – Verizon Subscribers can tune into channel 40 and Cablevision Subscribers can tune into
channel 77 at 8:00 p.m. Audio will only be available. The meeting will also be streamed live on Clifton’s
website at www.Cliftonnj.org.
Substantial Amendment to the 2019 CDBG Action Plan (Year 45 – August 1, 2019 – July 31, 2020)

Substantial Amendment to the Clifton Community Development 2019 Action Plan due to The
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) (Public Law , makes available $5
billion in supplemental Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for grants to prevent,
prepare for, and respond to coronavirus (CDBG-CV grants). Additionally, the CARES Act provides
CDBG grantees with flexibilities that make it easier to use CDBG-CV grants and fiscal years 2019 and
2020 CDBG Grants for coronavirus response and authorizes HUD to grant waivers and alternative
requirements.

The Clifton Community Development Office has received an allocation of: $673,595 under CDBGCV funding as an available resource which will be applied to the current CDBG Yr. 45 Action Plan.
Distributions of line items for the funding will be amended upon guidance from the Department of
Housing and Urban Development.
HUD’s memorandum transmits the attached CARES Act Flexibilities for CDBG Funds Used to
Support Coronavirus Response Guide (Guide). The Guide describes the immediate availability of a
5-day public comment period for amendments and new plan submissions, uncaps the percentage of
CDBG funding for public services to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, as well as
other flexibilities. Please note that these new provisions are not only applicable to the $5 billion in
CDBG funding from the CARES Act but many of the new provisions are also applicable to FY2019
and FY2020 CDBG funding. This broad applicability provides grantees with flexibility to help
address the challenges facing our nation.
Grantees have been advised to amend or prepare their plans as soon as possible and not to wait for
the pending Federal Register notice, which may provide additional waivers and alternative
requirements. Similarly, grantees have been advised not to wait for HUD to allocate the remaining
nearly $3 billion of the $5 billion provided by the CARES Act for the CDBG program. Upon
publication of the Federal Register notice and subsequent allocations, Clifton will then amend our
Action plan accordingly.
HUD has advised Grantees that they should proceed with all amendments and plans under these new
provisions by adding the CDBG-CV allocation in their plans as an available resource for the year.
The CARES Act permits HUD to waive, or specify alternative requirements for, any provision of any
statute or regulation that the Secretary administers in connection with the CDBG-CV funds, FY2019
and FY2020 CDBG funds (except for requirements related to fair housing, nondiscrimination, labor
standards, and the environment), upon a finding by the Secretary that any such waivers or alternative
requirements are necessary to expedite or facilitate the use of such amounts to prevent, prepare for,
and respond to coronavirus.

To expedite grantees’ use of CDBG-CV funds, HUD is waiving the requirements at 42 U.S.C.
12705(a)(2) to the extent it requires updates to the housing and homeless needs assessment, housing
market analysis, and strategic plan and 24 CFR 91.220 and 91.320 to the extent the action plan is
limited to a specific program year to permit grantees to prepare substantial amendments to their most
recent annual action plan, including their 2019 annual action plan. Grantees must identify the
proposed use of all funds and how the funds will be used to prevent, prepare for, and respond to
coronavirus.
Allocation of CDBG – CV funds:
The City of Clifton will designate the $673,595 award of CDBG-CV funds accordingly until and if
further notices are received to the following services:
Line Item:

Amount

Description

NEW

$100,000

Provide equipment, supplies and materials necessary to carry out a
Public service.

NEW

$200,000

Deliver meals on wheels to quarantined individuals or individuals
That need to maintain social distancing due to medical vulnerabilities.

NEW

$373,595

Gather data and develop non –project specific emergency infectious
Disease response plans.

The Department of Housing and Urban Development has also waived 24 CFR 91.505 to facilitate the
use of the CDBG-CV funds to the extent necessary to require submission of the substantial
amendment to HUD for review in accordance with 24 CFR 91.500.
To receive a CDBG-CV grant, Clifton Community Development will submit to HUD a SF-424, SF-424D
and the certifications at 24 CFR 91.225(a) and (b) or 24 CFR 91.325(a) and (b).
Any comments or questions on this substantial amendment can be addressed to: Jill Hartmann,
Office of Clifton Community Development, City of Clifton, 900 Clifton Avenue, Clifton, NJ 07013
973-470-5255 (due to the closure of the City Hall at this time in response to the COVID-19
pandemic, please email your comments to: JHartmann@Cliftonnj.org) Public Comments should be
submitted by May 5, 2020.
The Public Comment period has been amended as per Amendment and Resolution to the
Consolidated Plan/Citizen Participation Plan from a 30 day Public Comment Period to a 5 day Public
Comment Period in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Judy: Please advertise one time in Herald News on April 28, 2020.
Bill: Clifton Community Development Office, 900 Clifton Avenue, Clifton, NJ 07013
Any questions please call 973-747-4423 or respond to this email.

Thank you.

